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24 operated both electric cars and buses in 1943, the buses numbering 1,329. The 
main advantage of the motor bus is that it is not confined to a fixed route, and, in 
the case of both motor buses and trolley buses, the expense of track maintenance 
is eliminated. 

Subsection 1.—Equipment of Electric Railways 

A summary of the equipment operated by electric railway companies is given 
in Table 18. 

18.—Equipment of Electric Railways, 1940-43 
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Subsection 2.—Finances of Electric Railways 

When electric railways have ceased to operate because of either a decline in 
traffic or the substitution of motor-buses, their statistics have been excluded from 
the following tables. Consequently, fluctuations in revenues, etc., have been 
affected by variations in traffic and also by changes in the mode of local transporta­
tion. Despite these changing conditions the gross revenues of electric railways 
have continued to increase since the low point reached in 1933, and very marked 
increases have been shown each year since 1940. 

19.—Financial Statistics of Electric Railways, 1936-43 
NOTE.—Available figures for the years 1901 to 1907 are given at pp. 608 and 609 of the 1926 Year Book; 

for the years 1908 to 1918 at pp. 681 and 682 of the 1936 Year Book; and for 1919 to 1935 at p. 665 of the • 
1938 Year Book. 
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39,668,660 
38,786,423 
37,665,091 
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Subsection 3.—Electric Railway Traffic 

The passenger mileage travelled by electric cars in 1943 amounted to 124,454,463, 
by trackless trolley-buses 1,780,768 and by motor-buses 37,815,126. The number 
of passengers carried by electric railways in the years since 1939 showed an especially 
sharp rise over previous years due to increased traffic resulting f.-om improved con-


